Human IRAK-1 shows a wide tissue distribution, being described, which are all implicated in recognition of expressed-at least at the mRNA level-in all tissues so-called pathogen-associated molecular patterns examined (Cao et al., 1996a) . Murine IRAK-1 shows a (PAMPs), conserved features specific for particular more restricted expression pattern, being predomiclasses of pathogens (for review see Medzhitov, 2001 ).
nantly expressed in liver, kidney, and testis, although The IL-1R for its part recognizes the cytokine IL-1, which additional longer mRNA species can be observed in is produced by several cell types (mainly macrophages) other organs (Trofimova et al., 1996) . So far, no stimuli in response to infection. Several other receptors related or drugs have been described which induce or downregulate IRAK-1 mRNA expression levels, and also the IRAK-1 promotor has not been characterized yet. 
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